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Introduction 

The PyeongChang Organizing Committee for the 2018 Olympic 

and Paralympic Winter Games (POCOG) is delighted to deliver the 

first issue of the NPC newsletter which encompasses the essential 

information to National Paralympic Committees (NPCs) as they 

prepare for the PyeongChang 2018 Paralympic Games.

The NPC newsletters are one of our primary communication tools 

designed to provide NPCs with the most updated information 

regarding our preparations and progress. Our newsletters will help 

to ensure all the related information for the NPCs will be covered 

and delivered to the teams as they prepare for the next Paralympic 

Winter Games. We believe that timely and accurate communication 

plays a significant role in the success of Games preparations. It is 

our mission, therefore, to ensure that NPCs are given the most up 

to date and accurate information.

Our newsletters will be issued on a quarterly basis. Each issue will 

be distributed in electronic format via E-mail and will also be made 

available on the POCOG Extranet (currently under development). 

Peaceful and pristine- PyeongChang in the Winter
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Welcome 

Dear NPC Friends,

Greetings from PyeongChang!

We are pleased to present to you our first NPC newsletter. On behalf 
of the entire team at POCOG, I extend warm greetings and hope 
that your Paralympic Winter Games experience at PyeongChang 
2018 will be both exciting and memorable.

As we countdown to 2018, rigorous preparations are underway to 
ensure that the first-ever Winter Paralympics held in Korea are a 
great success. Please take advantage of the information in our 
NPC newsletter and also use the website as both a forum for the 
exchange of innovative ideas, as well as a resource for the most up 
to date information at POCOG. We look forward to working closely 
with NPCs to ensure that the needs of all athletes are taken care of 
so that they may perform to their maximum ability at the Games.

Work on Paralympic venues is progressing well, as are the 
infrastructure projects which will allow us to deliver the most 
compact and convenient Winter Games to date. I would also like to 
take this opportunity to introduce our NPC Services Department 
which will be responsible for delivering a fantastic festival of sport 
in 2018.

Korea is well on its way to becoming the new winter sports hub in 
Asia, and PyeongChang 2018 will be an opportunity to showcase 
your athletes to the world. Together we can ensure that the Games 
are a success and leave a lasting legacy for generations to come. I 
ask for your continued enthusiasm in the months and years ahead.

Towards New Horizons!

Yang Ho Cho

President, POCOG
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Vision

The PyeongChang 2018 Paralympic Winter Games has a clear vision: New Horizons. 

We believe we can create “New Horizons” for winter sports by promoting the Paralympic 

Movement and sharing the spirit of Paralympism amongst the 4.3 billion population of the 

Asian Continent, as well as providing countries with less exposure to winter sports with an 

opportunity to participate in the Paralympic Winter Games. By becoming a winter sports hub 

in Asia, PyeongChang will leave sustainable legacies for the generations to come. 

Dream Programme: every year since 2004, the Dream Programme has provided the opportunity 

to learn and enjoy sports on ice and snow for children from countries with no winter season. 

Over the last 10 years, 1,246 youth from 62 countries around the world have participated in 

the programme. More than 20 participants became winter sport athletes and represented 

their countries at international level competitions, including the Paralympic Winter Games. 

Emblem
Associated with the official emblem(  ) of the 2018 PyeongChang 

Olympic Winter Games, the official emblem for the 2018 PyeongChang  

Paralympic Winter Games symbolizes the world delivering an inherent 

message of peace and hope that transcends  race, religion and 

impairment.

• The symbol '  ' is based on the motif of the first consonant of the 

second syllable of PyeongChang in the Korean alphabet, Hangul, and represents snow, ice, 

and winter sports stars - the athletes.

• The symbol '  ' stands for a world where people with and without impairment, athletes 

and spectators all come together.

• The colors used in the emblem are based on the motif of Korea's traditional five cardinal 

colors.
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NOC and NPC Services Department

As of March 2014, the NOC and NPC Services Team was expanded from a Team to a Department 

so as to provide NPCs with dedicated services. The NOC and NPC Services Department (NCS) 

will serve as the primary liaison between NPCs and all POCOG functional areas. NCS will listen 

to the needs and interest of NPCs and advocate for them within POCOG.

NOC and NPC Services is a part of the Sport Bureau. We currently have five full-time staff on 

board: 

	  

	  

	  

	  

Inkyu PARK, NOC and NPC Services Director

Having experienced a number of Olympic Games as a team official of the 

Korean National team, Mr. Park was appointed as a NOC and NPC Services 

Director in May 2014. He will bring an NOC’s perspective to the analysis of the 

Games preparations to ensure their experience at PyeongChang 2018 will be 

unforgettable. 

Myongha LEE, Regional Manager - Europe

Myongha joined POCOG in July 2013 with a background in sport marketing. 

Dealing with various clients at a marketing agency in New York, he gained 

experience in client representation. Recently, he successfully completed his 

secondment programme at the Sochi 2014 Olympic Winter Games and built 

practical experience in NOC services.

Hyeyeong KIM, Regional Manager – Africa, Asia, Oceania, and America

Hyeyeong joined POCOG in July 2013 and has several years of experience 

working as a sport administrator for winter sports. She worked as an assistant 

manager at the Korea Skating Union for 4 years. After that, she joined the 2013 

PyeongChang Special Olympics Worlds Winter Games Organising Committee 

as a Figure Skating Sport Manager.

Heemin JEON, NPC Relations Manager

Heemin studied Hospitality Management and Human Resource Management in 

Dublin, Ireland and New York. She started at POCOG from July 2013 with diverse 

work experience in Hospitality and the Teaching Industry. She gained sport 

related experience by working at the Sports Planning Department at POCOG.
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	   Xuan Ming NG, Communications & Projects Manager

Xuan Ming served as an NOC Relations Coordinator (Europe) for the Inaugural 

Youth Olympic Games in Singapore and during the Inaugural Winter Youth 

Olympic Games in Innsbruck. She took a brief hiatus to pursue a childhood 

dream and succeeded in becoming a National Athlete on the Singapore Short 

Track Speed Skating Team. Her passion for the Olympic Movement has brought 

her back to join the POCOG team in 2014. 

NPC Services Contact

232-951 Alpensia Holiday-Inn Resort, 325 Solbong-ro,

Daegwallyeong-myeon, Pyeongchang-gun, Gangwon Province KOREA

Office: +82 33 350 3414 /  Fax: +82 33 350 3359

Email: NCS@pyeongchang2018.com 

mailto:NCS%40pyeongchang2018.com?subject=PyeongChang%202018
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NPC Visits

POCOG is delighted to host NPCs’ visits to PyeongChang. In order to make NPC visits as 

efficient as possible, we require NPCs to notify us 6 weeks in advance of their planned visit. 

NPCs are responsible for all expenses related to their visit (i.e., flight, accommodation, etc.) 

We are happy to provide transportation between the Incheon International Airport and POCOG 

offices for delegations smaller than 3.  

Before the visit, we request that NPCs fill out and send us the NPC Visit Questionnaire, which 

was distributed to NPCs in May. Although NPC visits typically consist of meetings with various 

FAs and venue tours, details can be customized based on the purpose of NPC visits. 

Please note that the following dates are not available for the 2014 visits.

Date Event

7 – 10 September Korean Thanksgiving Day 

19 September – 4 October 2014 Asian Games

3 October National Foundation Day of Korea 

9 October Hangul Proclamation Day 

25 – 27 November 4th IOC Coordination Commission

25 December Christmas 

Host City Information 

PyeongChang (Mountain Cluster)

PyeongChang, a county of Gangwon Province, is located approximately 180km east of Seoul, 

the capital of South Korea. Surrounded by mountains with an average elevation of 750m, it 

maintains temperatures that are lower than the rest of Korea throughout the year. 

Pyeongchang is proud of its unspoiled natural environment. Its pristine environment makes it 

a very attractive place for relaxation and recuperation. It also preserves various indigenous 

cultural attractions, including ancient artifacts and heritage sites. The array of wild flowers 
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that bloom in spring, the green forests with clean and cool air in summer, the vivid colours of the 

autumn leaves that cover about 100 mountain peaks 1000 meters above sea, and the silvery 

snow flower and snow-covered meadows of winter all add up to unforgettable memories of 

nature at its purest. 

Gangneung (Coastal Cluster)

Gangneung city, located between the sea and the mountain ridge, is one of the biggest cities 

in Gangwon Province. The population is approximately 229,000. The East Sea is on one side 

and the other side lies on the eastern part of the great Baekdu mountain ridge which stretches 

from north to south like the spine of Korean peninsula. Most of Gangneung’s western part is 

composed of high mountains. Toward the east, the land slopes steeply. The central part of the 

city is hilly plain and the surrounding suburbs are mountainous

Thanks to wide pine forests, clean sandy beaches and the crystal blue sea, many swimming 

beaches and resorts are developed along the coast, the length of which is about 48.3 km. 

Gangneung is the hub of industry, culture, transportation, tourism, and education in the 

eastern part of Gangwon Province. Traditional values and progressive temperament co-exist 

here. 



PyeongChang 2018 Paralympic Winter Games

NPC Newsletter 1 (October 2014)

8

Competition Venues

Under the mission of delivering athlete-oriented and competition-centered Games, we have 

created a compact venue plan. It will enable athletes and team officials to conveniently travel 

within the Olympic boundaries. There are 5 competition venues in mountain cluster and 

another 5 competition venues in the coastal cluster. In addition, there are the stand-alone 

venues. All venues are located within 30 minutes of the mountain village.

Venue Capacity Altitude Status Completion
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Biathlon and Cross 

Country Skiing

20,000

Seats: 5,000

Standing: 15,000

760m Upgrades Oct. 2016

Alpine Technical

9,000

Seats: 4,000

Standing: 5,000

959m Upgrades Oct. 2016

C
o

a
s

ta
l 

C
lu

s
te

r Wheelchair Curling 3,500 - Upgrades Oct. 2016

Ice Sledge Hockey 10,009 -
New 

Construction
Oct. 2016

S
ta

n
d

-a
lo

n
e

 v
e

n
u

e
s Para Snowboard TBD TBD TBD TBD

Alpine Speed
12,000

Seats: 6,000

Standing: 6,000

545m
New 

Construction
Oct. 2016

Paralympic Village

During the 2018 Paralympic Winter Games, POCOG will operate a single village to house all 

athletes and team officials. The single village concept was developed with the aspiration of 

bringing all athletes together in an energetic and inspiring environment. 

The Village will provide accommodation and services equivalent to 3-star level so as to ensure 

a convenient and pleasant atmosphere that is ideal for athlete recovery and recreation. The 
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Village will be built with a compact concept to allow easy movement and navigation within the 

village. The construction of the Paralympic Village will be completed in September 2017.

•   Minimum transfer time from the Village to venues

•   Apartment-type accommodation (3-star level) with cutting-edge security

•   Wireless Internet use whenever and wherever within the Village

•   Health-oriented food service

•  High quality and professional service provision

•   Accessibility considerations built into the village

Paralympic Village
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Paralympic Village Summary

Mountain Village

Location PyeongChang County

Sports served Snow sports

Planned bed capacity 3,500 beds

Elevation 750 m

Area 116,598 m2

Accommodation type apartment

Transfer time to 

competition venues

Approximately 10 minutes to Cross Country and 

Biathlon venues, approximately 30minutes to Ski 

and Snowboard venues, approximately 30 minutes 

to Ice Sledge Hockey and Wheelchair Curling venues)

Transfer time to Opening/

Closing Ceremony Stadium
less than 5 minutes

Transport

POCOG is planning to establish a tri-model transport network  which consists of rail, road, and 

air links. The construction of 15 transport infrastructure projects, including the High Speed 

Railway, is currently underway. Groundbreaking for the high-speed rail project started in June 

2012, and the construction is now 25% complete. This project will be completed by June 2017. 

Operating at a maximum speed of 250km per hour, the high-speed rail network will deliver 

shorter commute times to PyeongChang. From the Incheon International Airport, the main 

port of entry, it will take approximately 90 minutes to reach Gangneung, where all ice sport 

events will be held. 

The construction of 9 access roads to competition venues began in June 2014. These will be 

completed before the test events so that our transport plan can be thoroughly tested before 

the Games. 
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Pre-Games Training 

POCOG is currently finalising pre-Games training opportunities for NPCs at existing venues. 

As soon as we have finalised all pre-Games training opportunities for NPCs, we will alert all 

NPCs via email. 

Weather

PyeongChang (Mountain Cluster)

The ”PyeongChang Mountain Cluster” has a characteristic Alpine climate due to its location 

in the eastern alpine region more than 700 metres above sea level. For the past 30 years, the 

recorded average air temperature was -5.5°C in February and -0.5°C in March. The average 

low air temperature was -10.5°C in February and -5.2°C in March. The recorded average 

precipitation was 53.6mm in February and 75.6mm in March.

For the last 3 years(2011-2013, February-March), the recorded average air temperature was 

–5.3°C -0.1°C, with the low average air temperature ranging between –11.6°C and –5.5°C.  The 

average annual precipitation recorded was between 44mm~55mm with. Snow fell between 

9.7~12.7 days per year and the maximum new snowfall was between 18.5cm~19.8. The average 

wind speed was between 3.6m/s~4.3m/s, with stronger wind speed recorded in March.” 

Gangneung (Coastal Cluster)

“Gangneung Coastal Cluster” is located on the east coast, with the adjacent Taebaek 

mountains to its west. Gangneung’s situation gives it a typical coastal climate. For the past 30 

years, the annual average air temperature recorded was 2.2°C in February, and 6.3°C in March; 

the average low temperature was -1.6°C in February, 2.0°C in March. The average recorded 

precipitation was 68.9mm in February, and 49.6mm in March. It is usual to have heavy but 

transient snow in February and March in Gangneung.  

For the past 3 years(2011-2013, February-March), the recorded average temperature was 

1.6~6.2°C, while the average low temperature recorded ranged between –2.5°C and 1.9°C. The 

annual precipitation recorded was between 60.2mm~78.3mm. Snow falls on 5.3~6.7 days 

per year; the maximum new snowfall was 11.6~31.9cm and average wind speed was 2.6m/s 

~2.8m/s.
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For more details of the weather by venue please visit our website:

http://pc2018.kma.go.kr/en/forecast/0001.do

The first weather report was made available to all NPCs in July 2014. If you wish to access this, 

kindly select this link. 

Gentle reminder to all NPCs

We thank all NPCs who have already confirmed their main point of contact for PyeongChang 

2018. We would like to remind all NPCs who have not yet done so to kindly provide us with 

contact information of the person(s) you have nominated as the main point(s) of contact for 

all matters pertaining to the PyeongChang 2018 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games. We 

ask for the following details at your soonest convenience: 

1. First Name

2. Last Name

3. Office phone number/ Mobile phone number

4. Email address

5. Preferred method of contact

We are keen to be in touch with you and look forward to a fruitful and successful cooperation 

over the next few years. 

http://pc2018.kma.go.kr/en/forecast/0001.do
http://pc2018.kma.go.kr/utl/web/imageSrc.do?path=20140707&physical=1AD5BF5D9A964DD380CBD91F72EEF8B4&contentType=application/pdf

